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1. "THE RECENT PROPERTY INVASIONS ARE THE PRODUCT OF FORTY YEARS 
OF SOCIAL INJUSTICE THAT CANNOT BE FIXED WITH LEAD," DECLARED 
PRESIDENT CHAVEZ, ON MARCH 13, WHILE TOURING THE SITES OF RECENT 
PROPERTY INVASIONS. DURING HIS TOUR, CHAVEZ CALLED ON SQUATTERS 
TO STOP INVADING PRIVATE AND PUBLIC PROPERTY, EMPHASIZED THAT HE 
WOULD SEEK TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM THROUGH DIALOGUE, AND DID NOT 
RULE OUT AN EVENTUAL RESORT TO THE USE OF FORCE IF ALL ELSE 
FAILED. MINISTER OF INTERIOR LUIS MI QUE LENA AND MINSTER OF 
DEFENSE RAUL SALAZAR MET WITH THE VENEZUELA ASSOCIATION OF 
GOVERNORS ON MARCH 11 TO DISCUSS THE PROPERTY INVASIONS ISSUE. 
FOLLOWING THE MEETING WITH THE GOVERNORS, MI QUE LENA REPORTED, "WE 
ARE TALKING ABOUT A PERSUASIVE WAY TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM, BUT 
HAVE NOT DISMISSED OTHER WAYS. IF THE PERSUASIVE METHOD ONLY 
LEADS US DOWN A TORTURED PATH, THE GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE COERCIVE 
MEASURES . " FOREIGN MINISTER JOSE VICENTE RANGEL ASSEMBLED THE 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS, ON MARCH 12, TO DISCUSS, AMONG OTHER ISSUES, 
THE INVASION OF PROPERTIES. BY BREAKING WITH THE GOVS TRAD I - 
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TIONAL AND REFLEXIVE RESPONSE OF CALLING OUT THE NATIONAL GUARD 
TO RESOLVE PROPERTY INVASIONS, CHAVEZ INSTEAD CHARGED REGIONAL 
LEADERS TO DEVELOP LOCAL SOLUTIONS, OFFERED NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
ASSISTANCE, AND PLACED EFFORTS AT DIALOGUE BEFORE RESORT TO 
FORCE. END SUMMARY. 



CHAVEZ'S TOUR OF INVADED PROPERTIES 



2. TOURING SITES OF SEVERAL PROPERTY INVASIONS ON MARCH 13 AND 
14, PRESIDENT CHAVEZ CALLED ON SQUATTERS TO CEASE INVADING 
PRIVATE AND PUBLIC PROPERTY, EMPHASIZED THAT HE WOULD SEEK TO 
RESOLVE THE ISSUE THROUGH DIALOGUE, AND DID NOT RULE OUT THE 
POSSIBLE EVENTUAL RESORT TO FORCE IF ALL ELSE FAILED. BREAKING 
WITH WHAT HER TERMED "THE FAMOUS LAW OF 'SHOOT FIRST, ASK QUES- 
TIONS LATER, ' " CHAVEZ CALL ON THE DISPOSSESSED WHO WERE INVADING 
PRIVATE AND PUBLIC PROPERTY TO DESIST AND ASKED, "PLEASE HAVE A 
LITTLE MORE PATIENCE. I WILL NOT REST UNTIL EVERY HUMAN BEING 
THAT LIVES IN THIS LAND HAS A HOME, AND A JOB." CONTINUING, HE 
STATED, "UNLESS THE SITUATION BECOMES EXTREMELY SEVERE, I AM NOT 
GOING TO USE VENEZUELA'S SOLDIERS TO REPRESS THE PEOPLE. I WILL 
CONFRONT THE PROBLEM ARMED WITH THE TRUTH AND DIALOGUE." CHAVEZ 
ALSO DID NOT RULE OUT THE "RESORTING TO THE ARMED FORCES IF THE 
SITUATION OBLIGES ME TO DO SO." 



MINISTERS OF INTERIOR AND OF DEFENSE MEET WITH GOVERNORS 
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3. OVER THE RECENT WEEKS, GOVERNORS INCREASINGLY CALLED UPON 
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CHAVEZ TO AUTHORIZE THE NATIONAL GUARD TO EVICT THE SQUATTERS. 
BY LAST WEEK, PROPERTIES IN 13 OF VENEZUELA'S 23 STATES HAD BEEN 
INVADED. CHAVEZ RESPONDED TO THESE GOVERNORS BY STATING, ON 
MARCH 9, "GOVERNORS AND MAYORS, IF YOU HAVE A POLICE FORCE, USE 
IT. AND USE YOUR LEADERSHIP. IF YOU WERE ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE, 
GO TO THEM AND DEAL WITH THOSE WHO INVADED. ONE MUST LISTEN TO 
THEM BECAUSE THEY ARE AS VENEZUELAN AND HAVE AS MANY RIGHTS AS 
THOSE WHO DO NOT INVADE." IN MONOGAS STATE, ON MARCH 13, CHAVEZ 
ONCE AGAIN CALLED FOR REGIONAL LEADERSHIP SAYING, "THIS PROBLEM 
NEEDS TO BE SOLVED WITH SOCIAL LEADERSHIP. THOSE WHO CANNOT 
(PROVIDE SUCH LEADERSHIP), SHOULD RESIGN." 

4. ON MARCH 10, LARA STATE GOVERNOR ORLANDO FERNANDEZ, THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNOR'S ASSOCIATION AND A CHAVEZ 
CONFIDANT, REQUESTED A MEETING OF THE GOVERNORS WITH CHAVEZ'S 
MINISTERS OF INTERIOR AND OF DEFENSE TO DISCUSS THE RECENT SPATE 
OF INVASIONS. FOLLOWING THE MARCH 11 MEETING, MINISTER OF 
INTERIOR LUIS MI QUE LENA REPORTED THAT THE MEETING'S PARTICIPANTS 
AGREED UNANIMOUSLY THAT THE INVASION ISSUE HAD BEEN EXAGGERATED. 
MI QUE LENA ADDED, "I WANT TO INSIST THAT THE PROBLEM IS NOT ONE OF 
CONFLICT AS IT IS OFTEN PORTRAYED IN THE PRESS. THESE ARE 
ISOLATED CASES. WE ARE NOT IN A STATE OF EMERGENCY. THE SITUA- 
TION CAN BE EASILY HANDLED." MIQUELENA CONTINUED, "WE ARE 
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